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Introduction 



This Bible study tool is a combination of pages from the Open American Standard Version 
(OASV). These have been chosen for two reasons. This work is in the public domain which makes it 
easy to provide freely without charge. Secondly, it is easy to read and is rich in content. The fact that it 
is in the public domain does not distract from the value it will provide in the study of the scripture. 

About the Open American Standard Version 

There are already many good translations of the Holy Bible into contemporary English. 
Unfortunately, almost all of them are restricted by copyright and copyright holder policy. This restricts 
publication and republication of God's Word in many ways, such as in downloadable files on the Internet, 
use of extensive quotations in books, etc. The Open American Standard Version was commissioned by 
God in response to prayer about this subject. 

Because the Open American Standard Version is in the Public Domain (not copyrighted), it can be 
freely copied, distributed, and redistributed without any payment of royalties. You don't even have to ask 
permission to do so. You may publish the whole Open American Standard Version in book form, bind it in 
leather and sell it. You may incorporate it into your Bible study software. You may make and distribute 
audio recordings of it. You may broadcast it. All you have to do is maintain the integrity of God's Word 
before God, and reserve the name "Open American Standard" for faithful copies of this translation. 

The Open American Standard Version is an update of the American Standard Version (ASV) of the 
Holy Bible, published in 1901. A custom computer program updated the archaic words and word forms to 
contemporary equivalents, and then a team of volunteers proofread and updated the grammar. The New 
Testament was updated to conform to the Majority Text reconstruction of the original Greek 
manuscripts, thus taking advantage of the superior access to manuscripts that we have now compared 
to when the original ASV was translated. The style of the Open American Standard Version, while fairly 
literally translated, is in informal, spoken English. The Open American Standard Version is designed to 
sound good and be accurate when read aloud. It is not formal in its language, just as the original Greek 
of the New Testament was not formal. The OASV uses contractions rather freely. 
The Open American Standard Version doesn't capitalize pronouns pertaining to God. The original 
manuscripts made no such distinction. Hebrew has no such thing as upper and lower case, and the 
original Greek manuscripts were written in all upper case letters. Attempting to add in such a distinction 
raises some difficulties in translating dual-meaning Scriptures such as the coronation psalms. The Open 
American Standard Version main edition translates God's Proper Name in the Old Testament as 
"Yahweh." 



With all of the above and some other places where lack of clarity in the original manuscripts has 
led to multiple possible readings, significant variants are listed in footnotes. The reading that in our 
prayerful judgment is host is in the main text. Overall, the Open American .Standard Version isn't very 
much different than several other good contemporary English translations of the Holy Bible. The 
message of Salvation through Jesus Christ is still the same. The point of this translation was not to be 
very different (except for legal status), but to update the ASV for readability while retaining or improving 
the accuracy of that well-respected translation and retaining the public domain status of the ASV. 




The Book of Joshua 



Joshua 
Chapter 1 

1 Now after the death of Moses the servant 
of Yahweh,’ Yahweh spoke to Joshua the 
son of Nun, Moses' servant, saying, 2 "Moses 
my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go 
across this Jordan, you, and all these 
people, to the land which I am giving to 
them, even to the children of Israel. 3 1 have 
given you every place that the sole of your 
foot will tread on, as I told Moses. 4 From 
the wilderness, and this Lebanon, even to 
the great river, the river Euphrates, all the 
land of the Hittites, and to the great sea 
toward the going down of the sun, shall be 
your border. 5 No man will be able to stand 
before you all the days of your life. As I was 
with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not 
fail you nor forsake you. 

6 "Be strong and courageous; for you shall 
cause this people to inherit the land which I 
swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only 
be strong and very courageous. Be careful 
to observe to do according to all the law, 
which Moses my servant commanded you. 
Don't turn from it to the right hand or to the 
left, that you may have good success 
wherever you go. 8 This book of the law 
shall not depart from your mouth, but you 
shall meditate on it day and night, that you 
may observe to do according to all that is 
written in it; for then you shall make your 
way prosperous, and then you shall have 
good success. 9 Haven't I commanded you? 
Be strong and courageous. Don't be afraid. 
Don't be dismayed, for Yahweh your God f is 
with you wherever you yo." 

10 Then Joshua commanded the officers of 
the people, saying, 11 "Pass through the 
middle of the camp, and command the 
people, saying, 'Prepare food; for within 
three days you are to pass over this Jordan, 
to go in to possess the land, which Yahweh 
your God gives you to possess it.' " 

12 Joshua spoke to the Reubenites, and to 
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the Gadites, and to the half-tribe of 
Manasseh, saying, 13 "Remember the word 
which Moses the servant of Yahweh 
commanded you, saying, 'Yahweh your God 
gives you rest, and will give you this 
land. 14 Your wives, your little ones, and 
your livestock, shall live in the land which 
Moses gave you beyond the Jordan; but you 
shall pass over before your brothers armed, 
all the mighty men of valor, and shall help 
them 15 until Yahweh has given your 
brothers rest, as he has given you, and they 
have also possessed the land which Yahweh 
your God gives them. Then you shall return 
to the land of your possession, and possess 
it, which Moses the servant of Yahweh gave 
you beyond the Jordan toward the 
sunrise.' " 

16 They answered Joshua, saying, "All that 
you have commanded us we will do, and 
wherever you send us we will go. 17 Just as 
we listened to Moses in all things, so will we 
listen to you. Only may Yahweh your God be 
with you, as he was with Moses. 10 Whoever 
rebels against your commandment, and 
doesn't listen to your words in all that you 
command him shall himself be put to death. 
Only be strong and courageous." 



*1:1 "Yahweh" is God's proper 
Name, sometimes rendered "LORD" 
(all caps) in other translations. 

+1:9 The Hebrew word rendered 
"God" is "n 1 ?* (Elohim). 



Joshua 
Chapter 2 

Joshua the son of Nun secretly sent two 
men out of Shittim as spies, saying, "Go, 
view the land, including Jericho." They went 
and came into the house of a prostitute 
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whose name was Rahab, and slept there. 

2 The king of Jericho was told, 
"Behold,* men of the children of Israel came 
in here tonight to spy out the land." 

3 Jericho's king sent to Rahab, saying, "Bring 
out the men who have come to you, who 
have entered into your house; for they have 
come to spy out all the land." 

4 The woman took the two men and hid 
them. Then she said, "Yes, the men came to 
me, but I didn't know where they came 
from. 5 About the time of the shutting of the 
gate, when it was dark, the men went out. 
Where the men went, I don't know. Pursue 
them quickly. You may catch up with 
them ." 6 But she had brought them up to the 
roof, and hidden them under the stalks of 
flax which she had laid in order on the 
roof. 7 The men pursued them along the 
way to the fords of the Jordan River. As 
soon as those who pursued them had gone 
out, they shut the gate. 8 Before they had 
lain down, she came up to them on the 
roof. 9 She said to the men, "I know that 
Yahweh has given you the land, and that 
the fear of you has fallen upon us, and that 
all the inhabitants of the land melt away 
before you. 10 For we have heard how 
Yahweh dried up the water of the Red Sea 
before you, when you came out of Egypt; 
and what you did to the two kings of the 
Amorites, who were beyond the Jordan, to 
Sihon and to Og, whom you utterly 
destroyed. 11 As soon as we had heard it, 
our hearts melted, and there wasn't any 
more spirit in any man, because of you: for 
Yahweh your God, he is God in heaven 
above, and on earth beneath. 12 Now 
therefore, please swear to me by Yahweh, 
since I have dealt kindly with you, that you 
also will deal kindly with my father's house, 
and give me a true sign; 13 and that you will 
save alive my father, my mother, my 
brothers, and my sisters, and all that they 
have, and will deliver our lives from death." 
14 The men said to her, "Our life for yours, if 
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you don't talk about this business of ours; 
and it shall be, when Yahweh gives us the 
land, that we will deal kindly and truly with 
you." 

15 Then she let them down by a cord 
through the window; for her house was on 
the side of the wall, and she lived on the 
wall. 16 She said to them, "Go to the 
mountain, lest the pursuers find you. Hide 
yourselves there three days, until the 
pursuers have returned. Afterward, you may 
go your way." 

17 The men said to her, "We will be guiltless 
of this your oath which you've made us to 
swear. 18 Behold, when we come into the 
land, tie this line of scarlet thread in the 
window which you used to let us down. 
Gather to yourself into the house your 
father, your mother, your brothers, and all 
your father's household. 19 It shall be that 
whoever goes out of the doors of your 
house into the street, his blood will be on 
his head, and we will be guiltless. Whoever 
is with you in the house, his blood shall be 
on our head, if any hand is on him. 20 But if 
you talk about this business of ours, then 
we shall be guiltless of your oath which 
you've made us to swear." 

21 She said, "Let it be as you have said." She 
sent them away, and they departed. Then 
she tied the scarlet line in the window. 

22 They went, and came to the mountain, 
and stayed there three days, until the 
pursuers had returned. The pursuers sought 
them all along the way, but didn't find 
them. 23 Then the two men returned, 
descended from the mountain, crossed the 
river, and came to Joshua the son of Nun. 
They told him all that had happened to 
them. 24 They said to Joshua, "Truly Yahweh 
has delivered all the land into our hands. 
Moreover, all the inhabitants of the land 
melt away before us." 
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*2:2 "Behold", from "run", means 
look at, take notice, observe, see, 
or gaze at. It is often used as an 
interjection. 



Joshua 
Chapter 3 

'Joshua got up early in the morning; and 
they moved from Shittim, and came to the 
Jordan, he and all the children of Israel. 
They camped there before they crossed 
over . 2 After three days, the officers went 
through the middle of the camp ; 3 and they 
commanded the people, saying, "When you 
see the ark of Yahweh your God's covenant, 
and the priests the Levites bearing it, then 
leave your place, and follow it. 4 Yet there 
shall be a space between you and it of 
about two thousand cubits* by measure — 
don't come closer to it— that you may know 
the way by which you must go; for you have 
not passed this way before." 

5 Joshua said to the people, "Sanctify 
yourselves; for tomorrow Yahweh will do 
wonders among you." 

6 Joshua spoke to the priests, saying, "Take 
up the ark of the covenant, and cross over 
before the people." They took up the ark of 
the covenant, and went before the people. 

7 Yahweh said to Joshua, "Today I will begin 
to magnify you in the sight of all Israel, that 
they may know that as I was with Moses, so 
I will be with you. 8 You shall command the 
priests who bear the ark of the covenant, 
saying, 'When you come to the brink of the 
waters of the Jordan, you shall stand still in 
the Jordan.' " 

9 Joshua said to the children of Israel, 
"Come here, and hear the words of Yahweh 
your God." 10 Joshua said, "By this you shall 
know that the living God is among you, and 
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that he will without fail drive the Canaanite, 
and the Hittite, and the Hivite, and the 
Perizzite, and the Girgashite, and the 
Amorite, and the Jebusite out from before 
you. 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant of 
the Lord 1 of all the earth passes over before 
you into the Jordan. 12 Now therefore take 
twelve men out of the tribes of Israel, for 
every tribe a man. 13 It shall be that when 
the soles of the feet of the priests who bear 
the ark of Yahweh, the Lord of all the earth, 
rest in the waters of the Jordan, that the 
waters of the Jordan will be cut off. The 
waters that come down from above shall 
stand in one heap." 

14 When the people moved from their tents 
to pass over the Jordan, the priests who 
bore the ark of the covenant being before 
the people, 15 and when those who bore the 
ark had come to the Jordan, and the feet of 
the priests who bore the ark had dipped in 
the edge of the water (for the Jordan 
overflows all its banks all the time of 
harvest), 16 the waters which came down 
from above stood, and rose up in one heap, 
a great way off, at Adam, the city that is 
beside Zarethan; and those that went down 
toward the sea of the Arabah, even the Salt 
Sea, were wholly cut off. Then the people 
passed over near Jericho. 17 The priests who 
bore the ark of Yahweh's covenant stood 
firm on dry ground in the middle of the 
Jordan; and all Israel crossed over on dry 
ground, until all the nation had passed 
completely over the Jordan. 

* 3:4 A cubit is the length from the 
tip of the middle finger to the 
elbow on a man's arm, or about 18 
inches or 46 centimeters, so 2,000 
cubits is about 920 meters. 

+ 3:11 The word translated "Lord" 
is "Adonai." 
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Joshua 
Chapter 4 

1 When all the nation had completely 
crossed over the Jordan, Yahweh spoke to 
Joshua, saying, 2 "Take twelve men out of 
the people, a man out of every tribe, 3 and 
command them, saying, 'Take from out of 
the middle of the Jordan, out of the place 
where the priests' feet stood firm, twelve 
stones, and carry them over with you, and 
lay them down in the place where you'll 
camp tonight.' " 

4 Then Joshua called the twelve men, whom 
he had prepared of the children of Israel, a 
man out of every tribe . 5 Joshua said to 
them, "Cross before the ark of Yahweh your 
God into the middle of the Jordan, and each 
of you pick up a stone and put it on your 
shoulder, according to the number of the 
tribes of the children of Israel; 6 that this 
may be a sign among you, that when your 
children ask in the future, saying, 'What do 
you mean by these stones ?' 7 then you shall 
tell them, 'Because the waters of the Jordan 
were cut off before the ark of Yahweh's 
covenant. When it crossed over the Jordan, 
the waters of the Jordan were cut off. These 
stones shall be for a memorial to the 
children of Israel forever.' " 

8 The children of Israel did as Joshua 
commanded, and took up twelve stones out 
of the middle of the Jordan, as Yahweh 
spoke to Joshua, according to the number of 
the tribes of the children of Israel. They 
carried them over with them to the place 
where they camped, and laid them down 
there. 9 Joshua set up twelve stones in the 
middle of the Jordan, in the place where the 
feet of the priests who bore the ark of the 
covenant stood; and they are there to this 
day . 10 For the priests who bore the ark stood 
in the middle of the Jordan, until everything 
was finished that Yahweh commanded 
Joshua to speak to the people, according to 
all that Moses commanded Joshua; and the 
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people hurried and passed over. 11 When all 
the people had completely crossed over, 
Yahweh's ark crossed over, with the priests, 
in the presence of the people. 

12 The children of Reuben, and the children 
of Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh, 
crossed over armed before the children of 
Israel, as Moses spoke to them. 13 About 
forty thousand men, ready and armed for 
war passed over before Yahweh to battle, to 
the plains of Jericho. 14 On that day, Yahweh 
magnified Joshua in the sight of all Israel; 
and they feared him, as they feared Moses, 
all the days of his life. 

15 Yahweh spoke to Joshua, 
saying, 16 "Command the priests who bear 
the ark of the covenant, that they come up 
out of the Jordan." 

17 Joshua therefore commanded the priests, 
saying, "Come up out of the 
Jordan!" 18 When the priests who bore the 
ark of Yahweh's covenant had come up out 
of the middle of the Jordan, and the soles of 
the priests' feet had been lifted up to the 
dry ground, the waters of the Jordan 
returned to their place, and went over all its 
banks, as before. 19 The people came up out 
of the Jordan on the tenth day of the first 
month, and encamped in Gilgal, on the east 
border of Jericho. 

20 Joshua set up those twelve stones, which 
they took out of the Jordan, in Gilgal. 21 He 
spoke to the children of Israel, saying, 
"When your children ask their fathers in 
time to come, saying, 'What do these stones 
mean ?' 22 Then you shall let your children 
know, saying, 'Israel came over this Jordan 
on dry land. 23 For Yahweh your God dried 
up the waters of the Jordan from before 
you, until you had crossed over, as Yahweh 
your God did to the Red Sea, which he dried 
up from before us, until we had crossed 
over; 24 that all the peoples of the earth may 
know that Yahweh's hand is mighty; that 
you may fear Yahweh your God forever.' " 



8 





The Book of Joshua 



Joshua 
Chapter 5 

1 When all the kings of the Amorites, who 
were beyond the Jordan westward, and all 
the kings of the Canaanites, who were by 
the sea, heard how Yahweh had dried up 
the waters of the Jordan from before the 
children of Israel, until we had crossed over, 
their heart melted, and there was no more 
spirit in them, because of the children of 
Israel. 2 At that time, Yahweh said to 
Joshua, "Make flint knives, and circumcise 
again the sons of Israel the second 
time ." 3 Joshua made himself flint knives, 
and circumcised the sons of Israel at the hill 
of the foreskins . 4 This is the reason Joshua 
circumcised them: all the people who came 
out of Egypt, who were males, even all the 
men of war, died in the wilderness along the 
way, after they came out of Egypt. 5 For all 
the people who came out were circumcised; 
but all the people who were born in the 
wilderness along the way as they came out 
of Egypt had not been circumcised. 6 For the 
children of Israel walked forty years in the 
wilderness, until all the nation, even the 
men of war who came out of Egypt, were 
consumed, because they didn't listen to 
Yahweh's voice. Yahweh swore to them that 
he wouldn't let them see the land which 
Yahweh swore to their fathers that he would 
give us, a land flowing with milk and 
honey. 7 Their children, whom he raised up 
in their place, were circumcised by Joshua; 
for they were uncircumcised, because they 
had not circumcised them on the 
way. 8 When they were done circumcising 
the whole nation, they stayed in their places 
in the camp until they were healed. 

9 Yahweh said to Joshua, "Today I have 
rolled away the reproach of Egypt from 
you." Therefore the name of that place was 
called Gilgal,’ to this day. 10 The children of 
Israel encamped in Gilgal. They kept the 
Passover on the fourteenth day of the 
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